INTRODUCTION                  3*
At the moment (I daresay I am wrong) I
am nnable to think of another rhymed poem
which begins with an unrhymed line, though
there are other rhymed poems which contain,
unpaired rhymes.
This poem contains other unmarried lines.,
such as
" Unwept, and welter to the parching wind/'
And we must remember that the first, and
unrhymed line is followed, in the next line,
by a dissonance. There is a strange subtlety
about the darkness and depth of the line:
" Yet once more, 0 ye laurels, and once more/'
followed by the pallor of the last word (the
dissonance to more) of
" Ye myrtles brown, with ivy never sere."
Occasionally Milton uses an unrhymed line
ending with a dark drone-sound, or a drone-
sound used as a basis on which to build :
" And bid fair Peace be to my sable shroud! "
a line which is lengthened and made more
important by its vowels*